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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY
Charleston, Illinois

ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations
Office: (217) 581-5983- Home: (217) 348-7553

April 4, 1989

89-165

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
CAVINS' DIARY SPEAKS OF EIU'S PAST
CHARLESTON, IL--"I resolve to keep a diary. Addison, Sewall,
Boswell, Bab and Roosevelt did.

Why not me?"

That was Harold

M. Cavins' first entry and New Year's resolution on January 1,
1920.

Cavins, of Charleston, is currently in the 70th year

of keeping that resolution.
Cavins' time as professor of zoology and health education
for 37 years at Eastern (beginning in 1928) and his emeritus
days since 1965, have spanned all of Eastern's six presidents
and there are significant entries in his diary for each.
-more-

CAVINS' DIARY

ADD 1/1/1/1

For 35 years, Cavins maintained a five-year diary.

However,

from 1955 to the present (34 years), each volume contains only
one year (41 books in all).
Cavins downplays the discipline of keeping a diary for
the past 69 years, saying, "I have recorded trivia, work, weather,
employment, sports events, pay days- (did I say trivia?),
important community events as well as events happening state
and world-wide."

A campus-related entry for May 15, 1933 reads:
Lord died shortly after 4 p.m. at his home."

"President

With this entry,

Cavins included details of the events and activities surrounding
Lord's funeral.
An entry for October 25, 1947 reads:

"At 1 p.m., the

cornerstone of Eastern's Library was laid."

Names of people

involved with both events were also listed.
In the winter of 1946, Cavins was away from home for the
evening.

"My wife took a call from President Buzzard that

was urgent," Cavins said.

"I was to see President Buzzard

the first thing in the morning, which I did.

Buzzard stated

that two boys were caught on the second floor of Pem Hall and
he wanted to set an example against such behavior.
the kids as good kids so I suggested,

I knew

'Why don't we wait 24

hours and fix the penalty tomorrow?'"
The diary entry for Thursday, February 28, reads:

"As

attorney for the defense, I plead Roberts and Knott's case
before Buzzard; no decision, but I feel better about it."
-more-

CAVINS' DIARY

ADD 2/2/2/2

President Buzzard never mentioned the event again.

Those

two students were Jay Knott (emeritus EIU Placement Director)
and Jim Roberts (first president of the University Foundation).
Cavins has seen the campus grow from only 300 students
during World War II, to the current 10,000; he has seen it
grow from five buildings to the current forty.
"My diary is like a scripted data base for personal, family
and community activities," Cavins said.

"It's not as interesting

as Samuel Pepys's diary; his had coded personal information,
you know."
On short notice, Cavins can retrieve programs from years
gone by.

He also has numerous slides of campus activities,

one of Napoleon, the campus canine mascot in the 1940's which
is currently being considered to be enlarged and displayed
in the Union.
Information such as that contained in Dr. Cavins's diary
will be coming to the forefront with Eastern Illinois University's
Centennial Celebration occurring in 1995.

The Centennial Committee

has been selected and preparations are underway to celebrate
the University's one hundred years.
Cavins and his wife, Alice, have lived on Sixth Street
since 1935 and since 1949 in their current home one block from
Old Main where Cavins still keeps an eye open for interesting
campus activities.
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